
 

 
 
 

CCIITTYY  OOFF  EELL  PPAASSOO  DDEE  RROOBBLLEESS  
“The Pass of the Oaks” 

  
 

 
 

CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 
 

Tuesday, May 6, 2008     7:30 PM 
 

MEETING LOCATION:  PASO ROBLES LIBRARY/CITY HALL 
CONFERENCE CENTER, 1000 SPRING STREET 

 

PLEASE SUBMIT ALL CORRESPONDENCE FOR CITY COUNCIL PRIOR
TO THE MEETING WITH A COPY TO THE CITY CLERK 

 
 
7:30 PM – CONVENE JOINT MEETING 
 
CALL TO ORDER – Downstairs Conference Center 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
INVOCATION 
 
ROLL CALL Councilmembers John R. Hamon, Duane Picanco, Fred Strong, Mayor 

Pro Tem Gary Nemeth  
ABSENT:  Mayor Frank Mecham 

 Planning Commissioners Thomas Flynn, Margaret Holstine, Ron Johnson,  
Joel Peterson, Vice Chairman Charles E. Treatch, 
ABSENT:  Chairman Ed Steinbeck, Christie Hodgkin 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

• Chuck Miller announcing upcoming events at Estrella Warbird Museum 
• Natalie Schaefer, Executive Director Paso Robles Children’s Museum (attached) 
• John Borst, water rates 
• Maggie Cox, of Barnett Cox notifying Council that the Police Department recruitment video 

had received an advertising award (copy attached). 
 
AGENDA ITEMS TO BE DEFERRED (IF ANY) - None 
 

Mayor Pro Tem Nemeth asked for General Consent to consider Item No. 3 ahead of the presentation 
to accommodate members of the public attending for this item in particular.  Motion carried. 
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PRESENTATIONS 

3. Drainage Maintenance Assessment District Formation & Landscape and 
Lighting Sub-Areas 112 and 2A-1 Balloting 
D. Monn, Director of Public Works 

The City Council conducted a Public Hearing for the proposed formation of Ashwood 
Drainage Maintenance District, and the proposed increased assessments for Paso Robles 
Landscape & Lighting District Sub-Area 112 and 2A-1. 

Mayor Pro Tem Nemeth opened the public hearing.  Speaking from the public was 
Mike Harrod.  There were no further comments from the public, either written or oral, and the 
public discussion was closed. 

Councilmember Hamon, seconded by Councilmember Picanco, moved to close the Public Hearing 
and continue the balloting process to the City Council meeting of May 20, 2008 at which time the 
results of the balloting will be announced and the appropriate resolutions will be presented for Council 
consideration. 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Nemeth 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Mecham 

1. Uptown / Town Centre Specific Plan Pre-Charrette Workshop 
R. Whisenand, Community Development Director 

The City Council and Planning Commission received a report regarding the Uptown/Town 
Centre Specific Plan, public input and data collection, and provided direction in advance of 
the community design charrette process to be held May 12-16, 2008.  David Sargeant 
presented the report 

Mayor Pro Tem Nemeth opened the workshop to the public for comments.  Following public 
comment, the Planning Commission and Council provided their thoughts and direction.  The 
Joint City Council and Planning Commission meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.  Council 
adjourned for a short recess and reconvened at 9:05 PM. 

 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
2. Gateway Design Standards 

R. Whisenand, Community Development Director 

The City Council considered Gateway Design Standards and the associated Negative 
Declaration.  The staff report was presented by Susan DeCarli and consultant 
David Sargeant.  

Mayor Pro Tem Nemeth opened the public hearing.  Speaking from the public was Dale 
Gustin, John Wallace, Matt Masia, Ron DeCarli, and Larry Werner.  There were no further 
comments from the public, either written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 
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Councilmember Strong, seconded by Councilmember Hamon, moved to continue the item to a date 
uncertain. 

Motions passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Nemeth 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Mecham 

CONSENT CALENDAR 
Mayor Pro Tem Nemeth called for public comments on Consent Calendar items.  There were 
no comments from the public, either written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 

 
4. Approve City Council minutes of April 15, 2008 

5. Approve Warrant Register: Nos. 76715—76866 (04/11/08) and 76867—77039 (04/18/08), 
77040-77215 (04/25/08) and Other Payroll Services.  

6. Receive and file Advisory Body Committee minutes as follows:  
Library Board of Trustees meeting of March 13, 2008 
Senior Citizens Advisory Committee meeting of March 10, 2008 

7. Proclamation designating May 2008 as Paso Robles Wine Month and the week of May 10-
18, 2008 as National Tourism Week. 

8. Proclamation designating May 11-17, 2008 as National Police Week, and May 15, 2008 as 
Peace Officers’ Memorial Day. 

9. Proclamation designating May 2008 as Bike Month, and May 19-23, 2008 as “Bike to Work 
and School Week”. 

10. Proclamation designating May 2008 as “Safe Jobs for Youth” Month. 

11. Adopt Resolution No. 08-058 accepting a Grant of Avigation Easement for 3965 Buena Vista 
Drive, located in the unincorporated area of the County. Placement of a mobile home has 
been approved by the County Building Department (Loftus). 

12. Adopt Resolution No. 08-059 accepting the recordation of Parcel Map PR 07-0065, a two-lot 
commercial subdivision located at 3450 Riverside.  All conditions imposed by the Planning 
Commission have been satisfied.  (Dorsey) 

Consent Calendar Items Nos. 4 - 12 were approved on a single motion by Councilmember Strong, 
seconded by Councilmember Picanco. 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Nemeth 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Mecham 
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DISCUSSION 

13. Water Supply – Educational Campaign 
J. App, City Manager 

The City Council considered engaging assistance to conduct a community-wide educational 
campaign regarding water resources. 

Mayor Pro Tem Nemeth opened the public hearing.  Speaking from the public was 
John Borst, Tom Hardwick.  There were no further comments from the public, either written or 
oral, and the public discussion was closed. 

Councilmember Hamon, seconded by Councilmember Strong, moved authorize appropriation of 
$57,400 from Water Operations Fund Account for, and execution of, a contract with 2 Point Media for 
a community-wide Water Resource Educational Campaign 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Nemeth 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Mecham 

14. Salinas River Parkway Grant – Land Acquisition Alternatives and 
Professional Service Contract with Land Conservancy of SLO 
M. Williamson, Assistant City Manager 

In 2006 the City was awarded a $4 million Grant by the State Water Resources Board for the 
acquisition of approximately 260 acres of land within the Salinas River Corridor and for the 
restoration of portions of public property adjacent to the river and Larry Moore Park.   

The City Council considered authorizing alternative land acquisition negotiations along the 
Salinas River Corridor, and a new contract for a portion of the grant work. 

Mayor Pro Tem Nemeth opened the public hearing. There were no comments from the 
public, either written or oral, and the public discussion was closed. 

Councilmember Strong, seconded by Councilmember Picanco, moved to adopt Resolution 
No. 08-060 authorizing staff to implement a contingency action plan for the land acquisition work 
scope of the Salinas River Parkway Grant, including the filing of a formal amendment and time 
extension application with the State; and authorizing a contract with the Land Conservancy of San 
Luis Obispo County to partner with the City to accomplish the work scope related to the land 
negotiations and acquisition under the Grant agreement. 

Motion passed by the following roll call vote: 

AYES:  Hamon, Picanco, Strong, and Nemeth 
NOES:   
ABSTAIN:  
ABSENT: Mecham 
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CITY MANAGER - None 

COUNCIL COMMENTS (Including oral reports on conferences attended) - None 

CITY COUNCIL ADJOURNMENT TO: 
 Workshops  Meetings 
 May 12-16, 2008 

Uptown/Town Center Charrette, 8:00 AM 
daily, at the Library/City Hall Conference 
Center, 1000 Spring Street 

 Friday May 16, 2008 
The Joint Planning Commission/City Council 
Breakfast Meeting at 7:00 AM, Friday May 16, 
2008, at the Touch of Paso Restaurant, Paso 
Robles 
Tuesday, May 20, 2008 
The Regular Meeting at 7:30 PM on, at the 
Paso Robles City Hall & Conference Center, 
1000 Spring Street 
 

Planning Commission Adjournment to the Development Review Committee Meeting of Monday, May 
12, 2008 at 3:30 pm at Paso Robles City Hall, 1000 Spring Street, Paso Robles, 
 
subsequent adjournment to the Uptown/Town Centre Charrette, Monday, May 12 through Friday, May 
16, 2008, at 8:00 AM daily, at Paso Robles City Hall, 1000 Spring Street, Paso Robles 

subsequent adjournment to the Joint Planning Commission/City Council Breakfast Meeting of Friday, 
May 16, at 7:00 AM, at the Touch of Paso Restaurant, Paso Robles 

subsequent adjournment to the Development Review Committee Meeting of Monday, May 19, 2008 at 
3:30 pm at Paso Robles City Hall, 1000 Spring Street, Paso Robles, 
 
subsequent adjournment to the Regular Planning Commission Meeting of Tuesday, May 27, 2008, at 
7:30 PM at Paso Robles City Hall, 1000 Spring Street, Paso Robles 
Submitted: 
 
  
Deborah D. Robinson, Deputy City Clerk 
Approved: 

THESE MINUTES ARE NOT OFFICIAL OR A PERMANENT 
PART OF THE RECORDS UNTIL APPROVED BY THE CITY 

COUNCIL AT A FUTURE REGULAR MEETING.
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TO:  Doug Monn, Public Works Director 
 
FROM: Dennis Fansler, Maintenance Services Superintendent 
 
SUBJECT: SA 2A-1, 112, Ashwood drainage district balloting 
 
DATE: May 6, 2008  
 
CC:  City Council, City Manager  
 
Per our conversation the following is a brief history of the balloting issue to help Council recall the 
steps that have been taken to date and some suggestions for getting through the public hearing as 
effectively as possible. 
 
The issue: 
 
The balloting of Sub areas 2A-1 and 112 for assessment increases and balloting for the 
formation of the Ashwood Drainage Maintenance Assessment District. 
 
Sub Area 2A-1 
In the fall of 2007 I was contacted by Sue Scholl, a property owner in SA 2A-1, asking what could be 
done to get service back up to an acceptable level in her Sub area.  The maintenance had been cut 
back due to lack of funds and the failure of two previous efforts to get residents to approve an 
assessment increase. I outlined the history and the options she had to change the service level. Once 
she understood the process she went to work contacting the residents in her Sub area and putting 
together a petition asking CC to ballot them again.  The petition was submitted to Council in 
November of 2007. 
 
Sub Area 112 
Again in the fall of 2007 I contacted Mike Harrod (Owner of all propertied in SA112) and discussed 
the fact that his current assessment is inadequate to allow us to provide full service to his new 
development.  He agreed to support a balloting. 
 
Ashwood drainage assessment district 
At the direction of Doug Monn I have been working with John Falkenstien to form a new Ashwood 
Drainage assessment district to satisfy the requirements of a flood damage settlement agreement.  
Mike Harrod is the sole owner of the property involved and has agreed to support the balloting 
required to form the drainage district.  
 
What has happened to date? 
 
December 18, 2007 
City Council approved a resolution allowing staff to proceed with the formation of a Drainage 
Maintenance District and the reballoting of Sub Areas 2A-1 and 112.  Shortly after this approval staff 
contacted Muni Financial and directed them to put together the appropriate documents and proceed 
with balloting. 
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March 18, 2008 
Staff presented the required Engineer’s reports (budgets) and related resolutions for SA 2A-1, 112 
and the Ashwood Drainage District to City Council.  Council approved the resolutions allowing the 
balloting to commence.  Shortly thereafter ballots were mailed out to property owner in the affected 
sub areas and Drainage Assessment District. 
 
 
May 6, 2008 
What are we doing tonight? 
 
Tonight is the official deadline for submitting protest ballots. And, as required by L&L rules a public 
hearing must be held to allow public testimony relating to the balloting of the two Sub areas and the 
Drainage district.   
 
The steps are as follows: 
 
Open the public hearing and ask for property owners in Sub Areas 2A-1 and 112 and the new 
Ashwood Drainage district to step forward and make their comments. 
 
Once the comments are received I will do my best to answer any concerns. 
 
After the public comment and question period is complete the mayor will make a “Last call for 
ballots”.    
 
Once all ballots are received the mayor will close the Public Hearing and direct the City Clerk and/or 
his designee to tabulate the balloting on May 7, 2008.   
 
Lastly, the Council is asked to consider approving option a of the staff report closing the public 
hearing and continuing the balloting tabulation to the Council meeting of May 20, 2008 at which time 
the results of the balloting will be announced and the appropriate resolutions will be presented for 
City Council Consideration. 
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